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EXTRAORDINARY
uller French wants PROFILES
to rekindle the romance in your life, and he
probably will. One listen to his latest single, “Champagne
Rendezvous,” and you’ll be lighting the candles and dabbing
cologne before you know it.
The Texas-bred crooner has been a piano prodigy since he was a child.
He grew up in Midland, Texas, born into an established family which
had found success in oil and cattle ranching early in the city’s history.
Although no one else in his household was particularly musical, his
worldly parents started their son on piano lessons in grade school.
The boy was influenced by his parent’s record collection with names
Henry Mancini, Riz Ortolani, and Serge Gainsborough, along with
soundtrack auteurs Jerry Goldsmith, John Barry and Francis Lai. He was
also a fan of Brazilian sambas, French chansons, Hollywood film scores,
Broadway musicals and even symphonic art-rock like ELO and Kansas.
By high school, he was writing his own music and lyrics, performing
them along with popular Elton John covers at house parties. By college,
he decided to pursue it as a career. He made connections with major
musical figures such as famed singer/songwriters Carole King and Burt
Bacharach.
Bacharach could see that the young man had a gift and took an avid
interest, calling French regularly and encouraging him to keep writing.
French recorded several instrumental tracks with well-known musicians
including Latin samba jazz pioneer Laurindo Almeida, Elton John bassist
Bob Birch, Maynard Ferguson sax player Don Menza, and B.B. King
drummer Rick Latham.
But despite French’s obvious talent and enthusiasm, his smooth romantic
sound didn’t fit into any of the set musical genres of 1990s radio stations
and record labels. French had bills to pay, so he reluctantly moved out of
music and back into the family’s oil business.
After ten years of not playing the piano at all, French still had the music
in him. He missed it and started playing again. By now, music had
entered the digital age, opening the floodgates and providing exposure
to previously unclassifiable genres like French’s.
One day out of the blue, a record company called French saying they
wanted to release one of the instrumental tracks he had written as a
teenager. The track had been rejected by the industry years before. It
was called “Something Wonderful.”
When “Something Wonderful” hit the charts in 2017, four more of
French’s instrumental tracks were released, including “Brazilian Sunrise”
with Laurindo Almeida, “Echoes,” and “Waves Against the Shore.” French
was back — and he was rarin’ to add vocals.
His new EP does just that. “Champagne Rendezvous” features the title
track and four additional tracks: “I’ll Leave a Key by the Door,” “Different
Shores,” “It’s Just the Way Things Are,” “If You Didn’t Love Me” (subtly
revealing French’s Texas country roots), plus the bonus “Champagne
Rendezvous (Oh-La-La in the Afternoon).”
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French’s music removes listeners from the day to day.
Whether relaxed or up-tempo, his songs have a sensual,
timeless quality that keeps you in the moment. French
recently told us that he believes music has the power
to bring people from all walks of life together, and that
he hopes “Champagne Rendezvous” does the same. We
think it will.
Monica: What led you down the path to becoming a
musician?
Fuller: I started playing the piano when I was really young,
and I played all through grade school and high school,
and I started writing music in college. After college, I
thought, "I'm going to go out and give it a try and see if I
can make a career out of this." I went to Los Angeles and
recorded some songs early on, in the early '90s. I couldn't
get anybody to listen to them. Nothing happened.
I got involved in other things to make money and to
survive, and after a period of time, I moved back to Texas
and got more involved in our family oil business. I even
quit playing the piano for about ten years.
It was depressing to me, because it just didn't work out.
I gave it up. Maybe five, six, seven years ago, I started
playing again. About two or three years ago, I got a call
from a record company that had heard one of the original
songs that I did in the early '90s. It was an instrumental.
They said they could release that as a smooth jazz single,
and they did. It played fairly well all around the world on
smooth jazz stations, and charted, and all that. So, they
wanted to release some more songs in that genre.
I came up with four additional songs that I put on an album.
They released that two years ago. All the songs were
released as singles. They all had different levels of success,
but with the second album, I really wanted to get some
vocals on there. We recorded five songs for this new album,
Champagne Rendezvous, and it came out two weeks ago.
The music career took a little while to get rolling, but
better late than never, right?
Monica: Was there anyone else in your family who had a
musical background?
Fuller: Not at all. It was just me. It was always a place
where I could go, something special for me to do, and
play and learn. I felt like I could write all these things.
It just took some time to recognize it.

Monica: Who within the music industry influenced you?
Fuller: I've got a sizable record collection. Primarily,
it's beautiful music from the '50s and '60s and even
up to the '70s. But I was really influenced by the
Brazilian sound, the bossa nova of the '50s and '60s,
like Antonio Carlos Jobim, or Laurindo Almeida, who
is credited with being the creator of that sound in the
early '50s. He actually played on that first song that I
did in the early '90s, "Brazilian Sunrise." So, that sound
is really important to me. So is Herb Alpert and Burt
Bacharach.
Of course, every young piano player aspires to be like
Elton John.
But I'm influenced by a lot of different kinds of music.
Romantic music and orchestral music is what I'm most
interested in.
Monica: I've heard people say many times that music,
from a young kid's perspective, can certainly help them
with doing well in school. So, when you were growing up
and playing the piano, did you find did it have any impact
on you in terms of your learning?
Fuller: That is a very interesting point. I didn't realize
it at the time, but I think it did. They say reading music
is such a mathematical thing. It absolutely helped in
mathematics for me. It helped in organizational skills and
compartmentalizing things.
It expands the mind, too, when you're being creative and
coming up with sounds. Yes, it's helpful in all areas of
education, I think.
Monica: What life experiences drive and inspire you to
create your music?
Fuller: The music that I really enjoy writing the most are
romantic songs. I love the idea of music being a force for
romance. I think that taps into everybody. Everybody at
heart is a romantic, and if they're inspired by some kind
of romantic music, maybe that will inspire them to get
out and create more romance.
I love beautiful music and how that can move people to
do beautiful things, which is one of the reasons why I like
this new album. There are five songs on there. They're
all romantic ballads. Hopefully people will resonate with
those and feel romantic when they hear them.
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Monica: You've also said that your songs are about the passage of time, looking
forward to the future with optimism. So, when people listen to your music, is
there something specific you want them to feel or think about?
Fuller: When I talk about the passage of time, there's a theme that goes through
a lot of my songs, which is trying to get back to something we had in the past,
or something so great that I let slip through my fingers and I'm trying to get back
there. That is definitely the theme that runs through the songs.
Maybe what I want people to think about when they hear that is, when you have
something great, don't let it go.
Recognize it now and don't let that passage of time get in the way of whatever it
is that's great in your life at this moment.
Monica: How do you define your music? Do you define it as jazz or smooth
jazz?
Fuller: The first album was issued in the smooth jazz format, but I really
don't consider it smooth jazz. I think that's kind of the catch-all for anything
instrumental. They're pop songs, but they were instrumental, so smooth jazz was
the right genre for it. But this new music that's out, it's in the adult contemporary
genre. The way I understand that is, adult contemporary is basically top-40
minus the rap.
Then, they've got older artists, too. People like Jackson Browne and Bonnie Raitt.
But there's a small sliver, a window for someone like me to come in. It's beautiful
music. It's romantic music. There's a sophistication about it. I hope it resonates
with people on a romantic level of the heart.
Monica: Do you see it as taking a risk? When you first started writing music,
no one really wanted to pick it up or listen to it. So, do you think it's taking a
risk?
Fuller: Well, maybe. But I think at the time when I wrote those early songs, they
were also romantic songs on the piano, with some orchestration. My music
was never going to get played or heard at that point. And with the advent of the
internet, and distribution methods like that, the music industry is completely
different now.
There's a space, really, for anybody, now.
Whether or not this music is going to resonate with everyone, I don't know.
I sure hope so, because I think it really touches on universal themes, and I'm
hopeful that people will buy it and enjoy it.
Monica: Of course, it's been said that music is universal. From your perspective,
what kind of impact can music have on humanity as a whole?
Fuller: Wow. When you go to a place, you see people from different
backgrounds, and different experiences. A great song comes on, and people
start laughing and dancing. Music has a way of bringing people together.
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I think that more music, more bringing people together,
is definitely a good thing. So, I like to be a part of that, if
possible.
Monica: As musicians, you know you have successes,
and you also experience challenges just like any other
type of business. I see music as a business. It's not just
a performer singing or playing a piano or some other
instrument.
There is a business behind it. For those aspiring
musicians who want to write and perform, what would
you say are some important factors they need to
consider before they can become a successful musician?
Fuller: It takes a lot of dedication and perseverance,
because people are going to say "no" constantly.
That was certainly the case with me. I can't speak for
everybody, but in my case, there was so much rejection
early on. It definitely affected me. As I said earlier, I quit
playing for ten years. It was depressing to me to even be
involved in it because I felt like a failure. You can't let the
people saying no to affect the way you move forward.
Aspiring musicians really have to have a lot of
perseverance. I feel like they need to get out and play as
much as possible. Be heard. Let the people hear what
you're playing. Get seen and get heard. People talk about
you. If you've got talent, that will only help you.
Monica: What have you discovered about yourself as a
musician over the span of years that you've been doing
this now?
Fuller: I've discovered that I really do love writing,
and I really do love playing the music. Even when I
went through valleys of not playing, I still longed for
it and wished it had happened, and I am grateful that
something's happening right now.
I'm grateful that I have this stability. I can continue to
write and come up with new songs. I write in different
genres. So, it's a fun thing to dabble in all kinds of
different sounds and different ways of writing. I'm
grateful for that.
Monica: Who would you say has played a role in helping
you to get to where you are now?
Fuller: When I was in college, I had a mutual friend of
Burt Bacharach, and he connected me with Burt. I was
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such a huge fan of Burt's music from the '60s and '70s
and the '80s. In the mid-'80s, I spent some time with
Burt, and for a period of time, we talked on the phone
regularly. He'd call in, and check in, and see how the
writing was going.
He was definitely an influence on me and was very
helpful during the end of my college time when I was
trying to decide what I was going to do the rest of my
life. But musically, I'd say he was an influence, or an aide
to me.
I had another friend, Van Cliburn, who was a famous
classical piano player.
Van was very helpful and supportive of my music. I will
say that my family and friends have all been supportive.
Monica: That's wonderful because the music business
can be very tough sometimes. If you're not strong at
heart, you can get discouraged easily. Like you said, you
have the tenacity to keep pressing forward.
Fuller: That's right, and in my case, there was no money
coming in from the music business, so I had to figure out
other ways to make money. After a while, that can wear
on you if you're not getting paid doing what it is that you
love.
Monica: Yes. And so musically speaking, what legacy
would you like to leave?
Fuller: Musically speaking, I'd like to be known as
someone who wrote music that was true, that was filled
with love and was inspirational to people in some way or
another, and romantic. I really do like the romance angle
of the music.
I'm pushing forward, thinking about the next album. I'm
already writing the songs for album number three, and
I'm excited about those prospects.
I might continue in this romantic ballad genre, and I
might do some things that are a little bit more up tempo.
What's fun about it is creatively, I feel like I'm evolving all
the time, but there's always the core, because romance
is at the core of everything. But the music might evolve
from album to album.
Monica: I'm glad you're having success, and I really
appreciate this opportunity to chat with you.
Fuller: Monica, thank you so much. I really enjoyed it.
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Monica: Would you mind closing the interview with your
last word?
Fuller: I think the most important thing I can say is that
if one has a dream, don't ever give up on that dream.
Reality can always sneak in and make you do things you
have to do to survive. But if you've got the dream, always
work on it. Always push forward. You never know, it
could come true. 
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If the path to success was totally clear,
we all would achieve our goals in record time.
No matter what goal you aim to achieve,
the entire path to reaching that goal is never
one-hundred percent clear. You have to take a
few steps at a time, then based on
where you are at the moment, plan the next steps.
That means having patience and being
willing to make adjustments and corrections
along the way.

Monica Davis

